
1 

 

   

  

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

For Further Information Contact: 

 

CAA: Alisa D. Sisic | asisic@ctairports.org | (860) 292-2107 

 

Aer Lingus: Rosemarie Curran | rosemarie.curran@aerlingus.com | (516) 622-4046 

 

 

Aer Lingus’ Inaugural Flight from Bradley International Airport to 

Dublin takes flight 

New transatlantic service creates access to Ireland, the UK and Continental 

Europe 

 

WINDSOR LOCKS, CT – September 28, 2016 – Aer Lingus inaugural flight EI130 to 

Dublin, Ireland, a Boeing 757 named St Brendan, registration EI-LBT, took off from Bradley 

International Airport at 6:10pm today. The airline now offers year-round service from Bradley 

International Airport direct to Dublin.  

 

The new Aer Lingus service not only creates a direct link between Connecticut and Ireland, but it 

also links Connecticut and Western Massachusetts passengers to major destinations across 

Europe. Via Dublin, Bradley travelers can now avail themselves of onward connections to over 25 

UK and European airports including London, Madrid, Barcelona, Edinburgh, Amsterdam, Paris, 

Bristol and Berlin, plus many more.  

 

“We worked hard on bringing a transatlantic flight back to Bradley Airport because we know what 

a positive impact a flight like this, which serves as a portal to so many international hubs, can have 

on our economy, on tourism, and on Connecticut’s future,” Governor Malloy said.  “This new flight 

will not just ease travel for residents, it opens the door to connecting our state to new business 

opportunities and new economic development initiatives.  We have a significant corporate base 

within Connecticut and our surrounding states that have substantial regional and European 

connectivity needs.  As a centrally located, major airport, Bradley will continue to be an important 

economic driver for Connecticut.” 

 

“This is exciting progress for Bradley Airport and the State of Connecticut,” said Lt. Governor Nancy 
Wyman. “Transatlantic service provides an important gateway for tourism and commerce—and it 
positions Bradley Airport as a strong regional competitor. I applaud Governor Malloy, Aer Lingus, 
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and the Connecticut Airport Authority on this success and the many doors it opens for our 
businesses and travellers.” 
 

The Hartford launch is the third of three new Aer Lingus transatlantic routes to commence this year, 

marking the single largest expansion of Aer Lingus’ transatlantic network since the airline 

commenced transatlantic service in 1958. The growth plan underpins Aer Lingus’ successful 

strategy of expanding its Dublin Airport base into a major European transatlantic gateway. The 

convenience of U.S Customs and Border Protection services at Dublin has enhanced the continued 

growth of Aer Lingus’ Dublin operation as a connecting gateway. This service at Dublin Airport lets 

passengers complete all necessary U.S. Customs inspections while they are waiting to board their 

return flight to Bradley, allowing passengers to arrive at Bradley and disembark like regular 

domestic passengers. 

 

Stephen Kavanagh, Chief Executive Officer, Aer Lingus, said: “We are delighted to commence 

direct service between Bradley International Airport, Hartford and our Dublin gateway and to offer 

convenient connecting service to major cities across Britain and Europe. Whether travelling for 

business or pleasure we aim to deliver the quality service and competitive prices that have earned 

us our Skytrax 4-star airline status. I’d like to take the opportunity to thank all the state 

representatives, business and community leaders who have supported Aer Lingus to date and we 

look forward to making this route a success for all involved.” 

 

Services available to Aer Lingus customers on transatlantic flights include U.S. Customs and 

Border Protection pre-clearance in Dublin, strong connectivity through the Aer Lingus route network 

and partnerships with other US airlines, hi-speed internet access, an extensive in-

flight entertainment selection, gourmet meals including premium economy options and award-

winning cabin service.   

 

 “The reestablishment of transatlantic service at Bradley meets a critical need for our regional 

business and leisure travelers,” said Connecticut Airport Authority (CAA) Board Chair Charles R. 

Gray. “The CAA is pleased to mark the start of our partnership with Aer Lingus, and we will continue 

to pursue new ways to grow the airport and expand our route selection.” 

 

“The launch of Aer Lingus service elevates the stature of Bradley International Airport and 

establishes the airport as a true alternative to Boston and New York,” said CAA Executive Director 

Kevin A. Dillon, A.A.E. “This route opens up a whole new line of business for Bradley as we expand 

our global reach and make convenient connections for our travelers throughout Europe.”  

 

The new Aer Lingus service launches amidst a variety of other service enhancements at Bradley 

International Airport, including the opening of a new airport lounge, duty free shop, Phillips Seafood 

restaurant, and Two Roads Brewing Company location. The airport has also aggressively 

enhanced its route structure since the CAA’s creation in 2011, leading to four straight years of 

strong year-over-year passenger growth. 

 

“This new direct service between Connecticut and Ireland creates great economic opportunities for 

our state, from both a tourism and business development perspective,” said Catherine Smith, 

commissioner of the Department of Economic and Community Development.  “I know companies 

and leisure travelers throughout the region—and from Europe—will take advantage of the 

convenience this new route offers.” 

 

Fares from Dublin to Bradley start from $509 for travel between November 2016 and March 2017. 

 

For more information and to book flights from Bradley, visit www.aerlingus.com    

http://www.aerlingus.com/
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About Aer Lingus 

Aer Lingus is the national airline of Ireland, founded in 1936. It is Ireland’s only 4-Star airline having 
received a 4-Star rating from Skytrax, the international air transport rating organisation, in July 
2016. We operate 62 aircraft on routes to destinations in the UK, Europe and North America and 
carry 12 million customers per annum. Our primary mission is ‘To Connect Ireland to The World’ 
by providing customers with convenience, choice, comfort, value and seamless transfer options - 
making Aer Lingus the smart choice. We serve a combination of leisure and business travellers 
with a quality core product that can be augmented through benefit driven a la carte paid options. 
Aer Lingus serves central airport locations, enhancing connectivity options for our passengers. Our 
home base is Dublin Airport. Our guests can choose from ten North American destinations with 
more than 100 onward connections across the U.S and Canada, available with our partner airlines. 
Dublin Airport is the only major airport in Europe to offer U.S preclearance, which enables 
passengers to save time on arrival in the U.S by completing all the necessary immigration and 
customs checks prior to departure. Aer Lingus is a member of IAG (International Airlines Group).  
 

About Bradley International Airport 

Bradley International Airport is the second largest airport in New England, with a customer base 

that covers the entire Northeast.  According to the most recent economic impact analysis, Bradley 

International Airport contributes $4 billion in economic activity to the state of Connecticut and the 

surrounding region, representing $1.2 billion in wages and 18,000 full-time jobs. 

  

About Connecticut Airport Authority  

The CAA was established in 2011 to develop, improve, and operate Bradley International Airport 

and the state’s five general aviation airports (Danielson, Groton-New London, Hartford-Brainard, 

Waterbury-Oxford, and Windham).  The CAA Board consists of 11 members with a broad spectrum 

of experience in aviation-related and other industries, as well as government.  The goal of the CAA 

is to make Connecticut’s airports more attractive to new airlines, bring in new routes, and support 

Connecticut’s overall economic development and growth strategy. 
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